Definition of Domestic Abuse 
Behaviour of a person (“A”) towards another person (“B”) is “domestic abuse” if—
(a)A and B are each aged 16  years or over and are personally connected to each other, and
(b)the behaviour is abusive.

(3)Behaviour is “abusive” if it consists of any of the following—
(a)physical or sexual abuse;
(b)violent or threatening behaviour;
(c)controlling or coercive behaviour;
(d)economic abuse 
(e)psychological, emotional or other abuse;

It does not matter whether the behaviour consists of a single incident or a course of conduct.

Personally Connected is defined as:

a) they are, or have been, married to each other;
b) they are, or have been, civil partners of each other;
c) they have agreed to marry one another (whether or not the agreement has been terminated);
d) they have entered into a civil partnership agreement (whether or not the agreement has been terminated);
e) they are, or have been, in an intimate personal relationship with each other;
f) they each have, or there has been a time when they each have had, a parental relationship in relation to the same child (see subsection (2));
g) they are relatives.
Useful contacts:
MEN’S ADVICE Line Support for male DA victims 0808 801 0327

GALOP Support for LGBT DA victims 

0800 999 5428

RESPECT Advice, information and support to DA perpetrators 

0808 802 4040

For further information please see our website www.cambsdasv.org.uk or contact:
Deirdre Reed
IDVA Operational Manager/MARAC chair.

Tel. 01480 847651

deirdre.reed@cambridgeshire.gov.uk
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This leaflet is for professionals only

What is an IDVA?

An IDVA (Independent Domestic Violence Advisor) works with victims of domestic abuse 
to: 

· identify and assess risks
· understand and access options

· devise bespoke safety plans

· navigate criminal and civil justice processes


They have an in-depth understanding of the dynamics of domestic abuse, including the impact on victim/survivors and the tactics and behaviours of perpetrators. They provide practical advice and emotional support to victim/survivors of domestic abuse, acting as their advocate when needed.

How are men affected by domestic abuse?
It is estimated that 1 in 6 men will experience domestic abuse in their lifetime.   As with female victims, the abuse may come from an intimate partner or ex-partner or from an immediate family member/relative.
Men may feel embarrassed about domestic abuse or that it affects their masculinity.  They may be worried about telling anyone about what is happening in case they are not believed.

Men can experience abuse in both heterosexual and same-sex relationships.  Abusers in same-sex relationships may threaten the victim with things like ‘outing’ them or that they will lose access to any children they have if they tell someone what is happening.
What support can the Male Victims IDVA offer?
The Male Victims IDVA supports and advises victims of domestic abuse who identify as male and live in Cambridgeshire and Peterborough area, aged 20 and over. Those under 20 can be supported by the Young Person’s IDVA. 
IDVA’s are able to:
· Talk through clients’ options and give information to help them make decisions;

· Advocate on behalf of clients with other partner services on behalf of their clients, such as housing.
· Assist with personal safety planning for clients and their children in order to reduce risk;

· Support clients through the civil and criminal justice proceedings.
We are able to offer advice to professionals around risk and available services.  Sadly, we cannot accept self-referrals, only via professionals. If you are unsure always ask us for advice (professionals only) idva.referrals@cambridgeshire.gov.uk 
How to make a referral
Please use the Male Victims DASH questionnaire Risk Assessment tool and referral form to assess the level of risk to the victim.  The form can be downloaded from our website Welcome to Cambridgeshire DASV Partnership (cambsdasv.org.uk) 

The Male Victims IDVA accepts referrals at all risk levels.  If the case is high risk (score of 17 or more on the DASH), then it can be referred to MARAC. Although preferable, consent is not needed for referral to MARAC.  
If the score is below 17, you can still refer to the Male Victims IDVA but you will need consent from the client for this. 
Email idva.referrals@cambridgeshire.gov.uk  for help or advice regarding MARAC referrals.
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