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Who are we?
Independent Domestic Violence Advisers (IDVAs) provide an independent service offering crisis intervention and support to victims of current domestic abuse, within the last three months. For very high-risk referrals, scoring 17 ticks or above on the Dash Risk Indicator Checklist (RIC), or on professional judgement of high risk, consent is preferable from the victim but not essential. Referrals scoring14-16 ticks on the Dash RIC are also accepted with consent from the victim.

Young People’s IDVAs support victims across Cambridgeshire and Peterborough age 13-17 and up to age 21 for previously Looked After Children who are experiencing abuse in their own intimate relationships at any risk level. Please refer all cases to Cambridgeshire irrespective of address unless it is a Peterborough MARAC case. Peterborough MARAC cases must be referred to Peterborough IDVA service. A Young Peoples Dash RIC is preferred but not essential unless referring to MARAC

Minority Ethnic (ME) IDVA supports victims from Minority Ethnic Communities at any risk level. A Dash RIC is preferred but not essential.

Independent Stalking Advocacy Caseworkers (ISACs) support victims of very-high & high-risk domestic abuse related stalking. Referrals will require a Dash RIC.

Housing Link IDVAs take referrals from Housing Providers/Associations/Teams at any risk level. A Dash RIC is preferred but not essential.









How to refer
The IDVA Service take referrals from professionals only, using the online referral process. A Dash RIC must be used by professionals to assess the current risk for any victim who does not fit one of the specialist IDVA criteria. This should be completed with the victim. 
Very high-risk cases will be heard at MARAC - Multi-Agency Risk Assessment Conference.  

The Dash RIC and link for the online referral process can be found on the website:
Cambridgeshire County Council DASV Partnership - Make a Referral

What do IDVAs do?
· Advocate on behalf of clients with other partner agencies 
· Assist with personal safety planning for clients and their children in order to reduce risk
· Support clients through the civil and criminal justice proceedings
· Talk through client’s options and give information to help them make decisions

IDVAs are happy to offer advice to professionals during office hours Monday – Thursday 09.00 – 17.00 Friday 09.00 – 16.30
Tel: 01480 847718
Email: idva.referrals@cambridgeshire.gov.uk 







What is Domestic Abuse?
The definition of domestic abuse as per the domestic Abuse Act 2021:
Behaviour of a person (“A”) towards another person (“B”) is “domestic abuse” if -
(a) A and B are each aged 16 or over and are personally connected to each other, and
(b) the behaviour is abusive.

Behaviour is “abusive” if it consists of any of the following—
(a) physical or sexual abuse
(b) violent or threatening behaviour
(c) controlling or coercive behaviour
(d) economic abuse 
(e) psychological, emotional or other abuse

It does not matter whether the behaviour consists of a single incident or a course of conduct.

Personally Connected is defined as:
(a) they are, or have been, married to each other
(b) they are, or have been, civil partners of each other
(c) they have agreed to marry one another (whether or not the agreement has been terminated)
(d) they have entered into a civil partnership agreement (whether or not the agreement has been terminated)
(e) they are, or have been, in an intimate personal relationship with each other
(f) they each have, or there has been a time when they each have had a parental relationship in relation to the same child 
(g) they are relatives






[image: Blue hands in a circle with text  AI-generated content may be incorrect.]


For further information please visit: www.cambsdasv.org.uk

Cambridgeshire Duty IDVA
01480 376200
idva.referrals@cambridgeshire.gov.uk
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Local Contacts:
Impakt – DA Outreach
03003731073
https://impakt.org.uk/dass/

ISVA service 
http://www.caprcp.org.uk/

Victim & Witness Hub
08007816818

National Contacts:
National Domestic Abuse Helpline 
08082000247

Men’s Advice Line 
08088010327

GALOP (support for LGBTQ victims) 
08009995428

Hourglass (support for older victims)
08088088141

Suzy Lamplugh Trust 
0808 802 0300

Cambridge Rape Crisis
01223 245888

Angels Foundation 
www.angelsfoundation.org.uk 
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