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Summary 
Deborah, aged 47, died in June 2010. Initially recorded as Sudden Unexpected Death in 
Epilepsy (SUDEP), her death was later found to be homicide after her husband Robert was 
convicted of murdering his fiancée Alice in 2017. A subsequent investigation revealed 
Deborah’s death was suspicious, and Robert was convicted in 2022. There was no prior 
history of domestic abuse, but evidence showed planning and deception.  

 

Key Issues 
• Initial Investigation Failures: Police and medical professionals accepted Robert’s 

account without challenge; crime scene not secured; SUDEP guidelines not followed. 
• Confirmation Bias & Assumptions: Professionals relied on Robert’s narrative and social 

profile; lack of awareness of domestic homicide indicators where no prior DA history 
exists. 

• Impact on Families: Long-term trauma for Deborah’s and Alice’s families; sons left with 
unresolved grief and complex emotional burden. 

• Patterns of Control: Robert exhibited manipulative behaviour, financial planning, and 
coercive tendencies; evidence of stalking-type behaviour in Alice’s case. 

 

Recommendations 
• National Level: Ensure Coroners and Pathologists follow SUDEP guidelines (full 

toxicology); Ambulance services review protocols; Flag risks on 
bereavement/support sites; promote Clare’s Law checks. 

• Local Level: DASV Partnership to provide services for friends/family with DA 
concerns; Police to treat all sudden deaths as suspicious until proven otherwise. 

• Criminal Justice: Include this report in Robert’s parole dossier; assess ongoing 
risk to women. 

• Support for Families: Trauma-informed counselling for victims’ families (Victim 
Support, AAFDA). 

 

https://www.scambs.gov.uk/media/h0edjpfq/overview-report-deborah-final.pdf

