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The DA Act 2021
 Behaviour of a person (“A”) towards another person (“B”) is “domestic abuse” if—
(a)A and B are each aged 16 or over and are personally connected to each other, and
(b)the behaviour is abusive

“Personally Connected” includes:
• they each have, or there has been a time when they each have had, a parental 

relationship in relation to the same child
• they are relatives.
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The prevalence of autism in England 
is approximately 1.76% of the 
population
(Roman-Urrestarazu et al, 2021))

General population data

Prevalence of ADHD in general 
population is between 2 -5% of 
school age children

CAPVA Sample 2021

1st Qtr 2nd Qtr

57% 
neurodiverse/ 
developmental 
difficulties



• Debate around intent but harm is 
comparable 

• Violence often functional if not 
premeditated

• Violence can be a conscious or 
unconscious attempt to resolve a 
need. 



CAPVA is more likely to happen to women- between 65-90%

Between 5 and 7 % of children/ young people are thought to 

be abusive towards parents/carers

The Cambridgeshire Family Respect project is most likely to 
receive referrals for children aged 14

Parents being dependent on their adult children increases the 
risk of harm



• Families where the parent does not have English as a first 
language

• Parents who have a long -term health condition/ disability and 
child is a Young Carer

• Families from minoritized communities
• Professional parents
• Parents who have insecure immigration status
• Parents currently experiencing domestic abuse from a partner



“‘Don’t give up on them and please understand that when it’s a family member, it’s not 
worse but it’s different, it’s a lot more complicated and there’s a lot more emotion 
involved and different kind of love.’

“The key is in the door – is it them, how will they be, oh 
the atmosphere changes – a heaviness, sense of 
foreboding, a dullness in the footstep, a crash of the 
door, the smash as something gets broken in their 
room. Do I check on them in case they have hurt 
themselves again or leave them be so that I am safe 
away from being lashed out at…”

“Hear Me” report, Ava, 2022
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Siblings Other family 
members

Child using 
harmful 

behaviour

Vulnerable 
adult? 

Who is at risk if a child is harming a parent/carer? 

RIC can be completed if person using harm is 16+ and a Marac 
referral done in addition to safeguarding referral



• MARAC referral can be made if young person using harm is 16+ 
• Score of 17 or above on RIC (in Cambs) or based on professional 

judgement
• If young person is aged 16- 18 a dual referral should be made- 

MARAC and safeguarding.
• IDVA support for victim can be accessed if person using harm is 14+
• Refer to specialist domestic abuse support if it meets criteria



Support in Peterborough and 
Cambridgeshire



Police involvement with family

Young person aged between 10 to 16 years

Dedicated and direct police pathway

Get in touch: familyrespect@ymcatrinity.org.uk to discuss potential 

referrals

mailto:familyrespect@ymcatrinity.org.uk




18 Sessions delivered over 12 weeks, 
based on approximately:
• 7 sessions with parents
• 9 sessions with YP
• 2 family sessions
• 1 exit / closure session

• Fits with Restorative Justice Council 
Quality Mark and the emerging APV 
Standards





Independent Domestic Violence Advocacy (IDVA) service  

Domestic Abuse & Sexual Violence (DASV) partnership

Victim & Witness Hub: www.cambsvictimservices.co.uk/support-for-

victims/victims-and-witness-hub

Domestic Abuse Support Service (DASS) : www.impakt.org.uk/dass/

Embrace: www.embracecvoc.org.uk/contact-us/

Peterborough Women’s Aid: www.peterboroughwomensaid.co.uk/services/

Cambridge Women’s Aid: www.cambridgewa.org.uk

http://www.cambsvictimservices.co.uk/support-for-victims/victims-and-witness-hub
http://www.cambsvictimservices.co.uk/support-for-victims/victims-and-witness-hub
http://www.impakt.org.uk/dass/
http://www.embracecvoc.org.uk/contact-us/
http://www.peterboroughwomensaid.co.uk/services/
http://www.cambridgewa.org.uk/


• Pegs- support for parents, accepts professional referrals and 
self- referrals

• Hourglass: supporting older people experiencing abuse
• Dewis Choice- resources for professionals working with older 

victims including safety planning guidance and template
• Holes in the Wall website
• RYPS- Respect



Any Questions?
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